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Departnment of Fish and Gane
Conpl ai nt Regardi ng Arroyo Sausal Creek, Marin County.
M. WIIliam Barboni of 1052 Hi cks Vall ey Road, Petal um,

contacted the Departnent through Ellis Berry concerning a
conpl ai nt about fish passage on Arroyo Sausal Creek. M. Barbon

feels that a dam built and owned by M. Bonelli blocks upstream
m grant steel head from areas of stream crossing the Barbon
Ranch.

The intent of this nmeno is to docunent ny observation of the
drai nage with Warden Al G ddings and Fi shery Biologist Wally
Strohschein, and a tel ephone conversation with M. Barboni

A field investigation for the purpose of gathering infornmation
(supplenental to file data) concerning the Bonelli Dam and
status of the fishery resource was conducted on June 17, 1969.
The investigation included spot checks along the main stem of
Wal ker Creek, Arroyo Sausal Creek, Chileano Valley Creek and
Sal non Creek.

Qur findings were generally indicative of poor habitat
conditions in the drainage and are reflective of previous
surveys conducted in past years.

The | ower portion of Wal ker Creek was found to be relatively
open, lacking much of the overhead canopy present in other parts
of the drainage. Although the vegetative cover in the upper part
of WAl ker Creek was consi derably nore dense than that al ong the
| ower portion of the stream the presence of extensive
quantities of sand and silt detracted fromthe general condition
of the habitat. A |large percentage of the silt appeared to be a
red clay like material. This material covered nuch of the
streanbed for a distance of about 1 mile downstreamfromthe
confluence with Sal mon Creek. Warden G ddings indicated this red
silt originated froma mning operation that is the subject of
pendi ng | egal action. W found very few juvenile steel head
present in the upper portion of WAl ker Creek. | believe this is
reflective of the poor and damaged habitat.

Chil eano Vall ey Creek was found to be in poor condition
primarily because of dairy pollution. The stream was di scol ored
a dark green, and organic material overlayed nmuch of the
streanbed. Warden G ddings plans to investigate this pollution
probl em
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The Sal non Creek tributary was spot checked fromthe County road
paralleling the stream Qur survey reveal ed the presence of juvenile
steel head in the anpunt of about 10 per 100 feet of stream However,
because this tributary normally becones intermttent to dry, |
suspect that many of these fish will perish. Streamflow at the tine
of our survey was estimated to be 1.0 c.f.s.

Arroyo Sausal Creek was spot checked fromits confluence with Sal non
Creek (the nouth) upstreamto the Bonelli Dam and reservoir. Habitat
conditions for juvenile steelhead at the tinme of survey were in fair
condition, at best. Juvenile steelhead in this 1 nile section of
stream were estimted to nunmber about 5 to 10 per 100 feet. Riparian
vegetation throughout this area fornmed a canopy over about 30 percent
of the stream Stream flow was estimted to be about 1.5 c.f.s. Algae
and silt were observed over nuch of the streanbed. Mst of the silt
was believed to have originated fromcut and eroded stream banks in
the area.

Addi tional observations of Arroyo Sausal Creek and an unnaned
tributary were made upstreamfromthe reservoir. Condition of the
streamin the vicinity of the Point Reyes - Petal uma Road was

consi dered poor. The vegetative cover was broken and patchy. Stream
flow was | ow and estimated at less than 0.5 c.f.s. No trout were
observed. The streanmbed was virtually conmposed of sand and silt.

The small secondary tributary entering the Bonelli Reservoir fromthe
sout hwest was spot checked near the reservoir and found to have
relatively good trout habitat. The |lower part of this small unnaned
tributary contained trout in the ambunt of about 15 per 100 feet of
stream Riparian cover was consi dered good and estimated at 80
percent conplete. Although streamflow in this small tributary is
expected to becone intermittent by late sumer, sufficient pools may
remain to sustain a small popul ation of trout.

The Bonelli Damis of earth construction, 48 feet high, and
creates a reservoir of 670 acre feet of water. The spillway is of
step and sl ope design, initially dropping a verticle distance of
about 20 feet at the upper end before sloping on an angle of
about 45 degrees to the streanbed bel ow. Because of the initial
verticle drop, | believe that trout would not survive downstream
nmovenment over this spillway.

M . Barboni was contacted by phone on June 23, 1969, to obtain infor-
mati on concerning his conmplaint and to i nform himof the Departnent's
views on the status of Arroyo Sausal Creek. During the conversation
M. Barboni appeared to be quite excited. Hi s conplaint was explained
as the inability of steelhead to gain access to headwater areas of
Arroyo Sausal Creek above the Bonelli Dam M. Barboni further ex-

pl ai ned that prior to construction of this dam steel head mi grated
into the upper reaches of Arroyo Sausal Creek in |arge nunbers. Now
that the dam has been constructed, and in the absence of a fish

| adder, steel head have been bl ocked fromthis area of the drainage.
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An attenpt was nade to explain the Departnment position concerning fish
passage. However, M. Barboni was not interested. In reply he stated, "I'm
not interested in any of your book-learned principles". M. Barboni further
i ndicated that he wanted steel head to have access to the upper drainage or
he woul d organize a petition to that affect. An attenpt to set up a neeting
with M. Barboni to discuss the problem further net with his di sapproval

M . Barboni indicated such a neeting would be usel ess, the Departnent could
not change his nmind, the damis in and the fish are gone. Upon re-stating
my hope that a neeting could be arranged, M. Barboni reiterated that
not hi ng could be gained and if such a neeting took place he woul d want

suf ficient advance notice to enable himto organize his friends and
nei ghbors.

In sumary, the Wal ker Creek drai nage was observed to be in relatively poor
condition. Factors appearing to limt fish populations include siltation

Il ow flow and pollution. Trout, although present in the drai nage above the
reservoir, are confined to a small portion of the avail able area by poor
habi tat conditions. The presence of this small popul ati on coul d however be
sufficient to develop a fishery in the reservoir. Wally Strohschein plans

to investigate the suitability of the reservoir to sustain such a trout
fishery.

It is ny belief that the Departnent was justified in not requiring M.
Bonelli to construct a fish |adder over his dam

I recommend the Department maintain the position that a fish | adder was and
is not needed. The Department should be prepared to answer questions that
may be asked if M. Barboni organizes a petition
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Wel don E. Jones
Assi stant Fishery Biol ogi st



