Length = 5.7
PANTHER  CREEK

This creek is a small tributary to the New River. It was surveyed from

the mouth to 114 miles upstream on October 15, 1974. The flow was estimated
at 1 CFS. The velocity ranged from rapid in the lower section to slow to
rapid in the upper two sections.

The habitat condition was good. Shade canopy and riparian growth was
light (10-25%) in the lower and middle sections, and medium (40%) in the
upper section. Pools were abundant with fair to good in pool shelter.
Aquatic vegetation was light with some Tilamentous algae and peltiphyllum
being occasionally seen. Aquatic food organisms were few to common. Not
many fish were seen in the lower and upper sections. Fish were commonly
seen iIn the middle section.

There were 6 barriers and 2 diversion dams noted. The first barrier was
located 50 yards upstream from the mouth. At this point, the water begins
flowing underground and therefore resulting in the mouth being dry.
Probably during higher winter flows, the mouth would not be dry. The
second barrier was 14 mile upstream. It consisted of a 25 foot log jam.
The water just oozes through making it a total barrier to all fish. The

2 diversion dams were located about 200 yards upstream from the mouth.
They do not stop much water and do not inhibit fish migration.

This creek flows through a steep and lightly wooded gorge in the lower
section. In the middle and upper sections the terrain changes to a deep,
wooded canyon. The watershed and banks are moderately unstable in the

lower section and more unstable in the upper sections. Stream gradient
ranged from 20% in the lower section to 15% in the middle and upper sections.

Access to this creek is good by hiking upstream from the mouth, located
adjacent to Panther Creek Campground, or from Forest Service Road 7NOL.
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