THE RESOURCES AGENCY OF CALIFORNIA
Departnment of Fish and Gane

STREAM SURVEY FILE FORM NO. . oo e
mouth T.36|\|., RJJ_W,SS Dat e Apri | 23, 1974
NAME. .. South Fork of East Fork New River _Trini by o
STREAM SECTION . . From Mouth . . . .. To. 1 mile upstream_ Llencrn.l. mile
Tuoutary 1o East Fork of New River - e Twp.. v
OtHerR Namges. . Nonme ceeriereeeeseeseseeeeeeen o . RIVER SysTEM. N €W _River
SOURCES OF DATA ... Personal observations of John Thomas & Carrol Powell, and . . . . . .
references listed in ~SsiUrvey.
CGENERAL  DESCRI PTI ON
Ex-!l-:::r Lc?:m?:‘?fzstr\:l:;{?gnc. Eec.
fCLATION TO OTHER WATERS See stream survey _for East Fork New River. The South Fork
GENEKAL DESCRIPTION of the East Fork is bounded on the east by Limestone R dge,
i toce Drsinage Busa and on the southwest by Jim Jam Ri dge. The drainage is
Cradivn: approximately 4 mles long beginning at an elevation of
Bertk e 6,000 feet and termnating at the East Fork at an elevation
Velocicy of about 2,600 feet. This elevatim change can be divided
Spawaing Areas into four separate grades of steepness beginning in the
Sheler headwat er s:
B s 1st nile--1,500' elev. change, or 28 % grade.
Food | e 2nd mle--1,000" elev. change, or 18 % grade.
Winter Conditions 3rd mle-- 500" elev. change, or 9% grade.
Springs 4th mle-- 400° el ev.changeor 7 % grade.
oftex VeRraaaTes .o | This survey deals mainly with the 4th mle, or the Ist nile
BRIECRECRERTIONAL Use of stream above the mouth. - )
QUNERSHIP *canyom 1S Steep-sided 1n this area, but the stream
IMPROVEMENTS gradi ent appears to be suitable to anadromous fish. The
CENERAL ESTIMATE = @ ot vegetation is conposed nainly of Douglas fir, wth alder
T MA D MAPS and naple around the stream bed. _
The stream wdth averaged between 6 and 8 feet across, wth.

a nmean depth of 1 to 3 feet. The flow was estimated at 3
cfs. The stream bottom was conposed nainly of boulder, wth some exposed
bedrock. Rubble and gravel were present in |esser anounts.

Steelhead evidently use this stream for spawning in the fall and wnter.

No large pools were noted, and it is thought that the stream is presently
not being used by sumer steelhead as a holding area. Just below the nouth
of the South Fork was a pool 4 feet deep, by 50 feet |ong, by 25 feet wide
that contained one fenmale sumer steelhead. The main use of this streamin
the surveyed area was as a nursery area for RI/SH A very good ppulation
of yearlings and fingerlings were noted (2 to 6 inches). Their abundance,
success and condition were good. The stream at this tine appears to have

no fishing pressure.

Pool s

The pool to riffle ratio appeared to be 75% pools to 25% riffles in the
surveyed area; however, all pools appeared to be of fairly small size (Ca.
8 to 10 feet).
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Shel t er

The stream flows in a north-westerly direction and is fairly open.

Because of this it get alaa of sunlight during md-day. The alder and
mapl e vegetation covers the stream fairly well. There is good shelter
for RT/SH in the pools and under boulders in the pools. Exposed roots

along the banks also offer good shelter.

Barriers

No barriers were noted in the surveyed area; however, because of the
steepness of the drainage, there were probably barriers to anadronous
fish withing the 2nd streamnile from the nouth, This should be checked
out in any future survey of this drainage.

Di ver si ons

There are no present diversions in this drainage. Sone gold nmining
activity was carried out near the mouth on the western bank. Probably
around the 1870% or 80's there was a waterway comng from the South
Fork toward the nouth on the west side to hydraulic nine this area.
Large mounds of old boulders are stacked up here near the nouth. There
is a very faint sign of an old flune going along this bank to this area.

Tenper at ur es

The following spot tenperature checks were made:

Ar ea Dat e Ti me Wat er Al
EFk. just above So. Fk. 8-1-73 18: 20 71° F 90° F
SFk. of EFk. at nouth 8-1-73 18: 45 63° F 76° F
EFk. just below S Fk. 8-1-73 18: 15 63° F 89° F
E.Fk. just above Pony Q. 8-1-73 08: 50 630 F 63% F

Food

Mayfly stonefly —and caddis fly nynphs were noted. Fish seenmed to be
mainly” feeding on flying terrestrial insects landing on the water surface.
Food did not appear to be a limting factor.

Aguatic P ants

None noted.

Wnter Conditions

No notes on wnter condition nade.

Pol | ution

None.



Springs
None obser ved.

FISHES PRESENT AND  SUCCESS

See last paragraph under GENERAL DESCR PTION

Accessibility

The following time checks were nade while going into the area:

Ar ea Ti me Accunul ative Tine
Weaverville 0 0'
Hawki ns  Bar 55 m nutes 55 m nutes
Denny 45 mnutes 1 hr. 40 mnutes
U S.F.S. Corral 15 m nutes 1 hr. 55 mnutes
End of road and start of trail 5 m nutes 2 hrs.
Start of trail (time by horse) 0 0
Wi skey  Oreek 23 mnutes 23 mnutes
Unknown tributary (cabin present) 17 mnutes 40 nminutes
Wites QOeek 15 m nutes 55 m nutes
Pony Qeek trail junction 6 mnutes 1 hr. 1 mnute
Semore  Qilch (tine approx.) 20 m nutes 1 hr. 21 mnutes
So. Fk. of E Fk. New Rver 24  mnutes 1 hr. 45 ninutes
There is no trail down to the South Fork. It is necessary to start down

to the mouth of this stream about 2 to 300 feet before observing the nouth
of this stream

Owner shi p

This drainage is entirely inside the Trinity National Forest and is a

part of the Trinity Aps WIlderness Area. The entire drainage is open to
public use.

| nprovenment s

None. See survey for East Fork of New Rver for 7-31-73 through 8-2-73.
Past St ocking

None.

General Estimte

This is an inportant spawning and nursery stream for steelhead. It is
one of three nmajor tributaries of the East Fork of New Rver; the other
2 being Pony CGeek and Cabin O eek. It is probably the nmost inportant
of the 3 streans as habitat for steel head.



Recommended Managenent

Continue to manage stream as a valuable spawning, rearing and possible
holding area for steelhead. The stream should be checked in follow ng
surveys to determne the upstream Ilimts for steelhead. Aso, if a
large barrier exists in this stream then the stream should be checked
above this barrier to determne if there is a resident population of RT
present above the  barrier. If the stream is barren above, then the
possibility exist for habitat for rare and endangered species as this
country is presently very isolated.

References and Maps

USFS Trinity National Forest Map
USGS 15 quads for [Ironside Mn., Salmon Mn., Cecilville and
Hel ena.

Phot os

In Waverville file of nouth of South Fork of East Fork New Rver, and
pool below South Fork where female sumer steelhead was observed.

John L. Thonas
Assistant  Fishery Bi ol ogi st
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