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THE RESOURCES AGENCY OF CALIFORNIA
CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME
STREAM SURVEY

Fileform No Date:_ Sgtamber 15,1976
NAME: MILLERTON CREEK COUNTY:  Main
STREAM SECTION: FrRoM: O4miledovmdream To: mouh  LENGTH: 2.2 miles.
from heedwatas
TRIBUTARY TO: Tomales Bay TwP: R: SEC:
OTHER NAMES:  Millerton Gulch RIVER sysTEM : Millaton Cresk

SOURCESOF DATA: Pasord dosarvations

EXTENT OF OBSERVATION

Include: Name of Surveyor, Date, Etc EXTENT COF OBSERVATI ON - On Septenber 15, 1976, Fish and

EE&QQRWOHERWNERS Wl dlife Seasonal Ai ds Maureen Cogger and Ron Curtis surveyed
GENERAL DESCRIPTION MIlerton Creek and its principal tributary (the southernnost
e ove Dr ainage Basin of several unnamed tributaries to this creek; see reference

Altitude (Range) map), both by car and on foot. MIlerton Creek was spot-
width checked froma ranch house near the headwaters downstreamto
&ﬁ%mW@ the gravel pit. The stream was wal ked fromthe gravel pit to
Velocity approximately 1/4 nmile downstream fromthe principa
?ﬁﬂmmws tributary. The creek was again spot-checked to the nouth
e Approximately half the length of the principal tributary was
Barriers surveyed by (sic)
T s LOCATION - Mllerton Creek flows into Tomal es Bay through a
;ﬁ&mmmw narrow valley fromits headwaters in the nmountains, a
Winter Conditions di stance of about 2.6 nmiles. The streamis |located north of
i Poi nt Reyes Station in western Marin County.
FISHES PRESENT AND SUCCESS RELATI ON TO OTHER WATERS - Several intermittent tributary
OTHER VERTEBRATES N
FISHING INTENSITY streans enter fromthe north and south. MIllerton Creek is
OTHER RECREATIONAL USE bordered on the south by Grand Canyon Creek, and on the north

ACCESSIBILITY

OWNERSHIP POSTED OR OPEN by Verde Canyon Creek (a tributary to Walker Creek) and
IMPROVEMENTS anot her, unnanmed stream which also flows into Tonal es Bay.

PAST STOCKING Wat ershed - Mount ai nous, and supporting both grazing | and and
GENERAL ESTIMATE —_— . . .

RECOMMENDED MANAGEMENT wi | dl and comunities such as chaparral and m xed woodl and
SKETCH MAP Some doni nant plants include coyote bush, buckeye, and bay

REFERENCES AND MAPS

laurel. Sonme of the natural vegetation has been rempved to
provi de grazi ng space. Ongoi ng quarrying operations (sic) also disturbed natura
habitat in the valley adjacent to the stream

| medi ate Drai nage Basin - The canyon is U-shaped, with an incised channel flow ng
in a southwesterly direction. The size of the drainage area is approximtely 3.8
square nmile. The channels of the main stemand its principal tributary are wel
defined. Average wi dth and depth of the main stem channel are 12 feet and 10 to 15
feet, respectively. The tributary channel averages 6 feet deep and 6 feet wi de.

Ri pari an vegetation is abundant, except in disturbed areas. In two such areas on
the main stem (1/2 mle and 1 nmle up-stream respectively, fromthe Hi ghway 1
crossing) vegetation is alnost conpletely absent. The tributary, however, is
virtual ly undi sturbed with a dense riparian corridor; blackberry, gooseberry and
poi son oak thickets render it alnbst inaccessible. Alders, wllow bays and buckeye
are common to both. A salt marsh exi sts between the Tomal es Bay | evee and Hi ghway 1
crossing, a distance of about 0.4 nmile. Vegetation in this | owest reach was
conprised entirely of what appeared to be cordgrass. Tidal influence occurs
upstream to Hi ghway 1 crossing.

Altitude — Elevation is 260 feet at the headwaters and sea |level at the H ghway 1

Cross

Gradi ent - Modderate, except in the extreme | ower reach. From headwaters to the
Hi ghway crossing the gradient averages 118 feet/nile.

Bottom - In the main stem channel the bottom was conprised of approximtely 3%

boul ders, 17% rubble, 40% gravel, 35% sand, and 5% silt. Bottomwas simlar in the
tributary, but gravel was 30% and sand was 45%
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Spawni ng Areas - Potential sal nonid spawning area was good to excellent in upper
reaches with nuch of the streanmbed containing | oose gravel of pea-size to one-
inch in dianeter. Spawning conditions were poor in the lower 0.7-mle reach. In
this segnent the bottom was heavily conpacted.

Pools - The stream was conpletely dry save for two or three isolated pools, which
wi Il probably soon dry up. During normal years pools are rather abundant; pool to
riffle ratio would approxi mate 40:60. Pools appear to have been found by under-
cutting current and woul d probably average 1 to 4 feet deep and 12 feet w de.
Shelter - Good during periods of flow provided by undercut banks, overhangi ng
riparian vegetation, submerged roots and boul ders.

Barriers and Di versi ons — None observed.

Tenperatures - (Taken at a standing pool at a point adjacent to the gravel pit
and near the confluence with the tributary) at 1300 hours, air tenperature was
66°F, water tenperature was 55°F.

Wnter Conditions - H gh water marks al ong the banks suggest a wi nter depth
(during normyears) of 3 to 4 feet inthe riffle areas.

Pol lution - No discharge or litter was observed in the creek itself, but a grave
pit which is currently in operation (see reference map) may contribute to
pollution of the stream Litter such as junked cars and other debris was also
observed in a flat, grassy area adjacent to the stream bank.

FI SHES PRESENT AND SUCCESS - None was observed but the stream has a past history
of steel head runs during wet w nters.

OTHER VERTEBRATES - (Reptiles) western garter snake, western fence lizard;
(birds) went (sic) Stellers jay, scrub jay, western flycatcher, crow, brown

t owhee, song sparrow, |esser goldfinch, turkey vulture; (mammals) black-tailed
deer, raccoon.

ACCESSI BILITY - No | egal access is avail able above Hi ghway 1 as all of this |and
is under private ownership. A private driveway runs parallel to the streamfor
nmost its length above this point and is posted agai nst trespass.

| MPROVEMENTS - None observed.

GENERAL ESTI MATE and RECOMMVENDED MANAGEMENT - The stream shoul d be surveyed
following a normal water year to docunent normal summer aquatic habitat and use
by steel head trout before managenent recomendati ons are fornul ated. Steel head
trout are known to have use the streamin past years follow ng nornal or wet

wi nter runoff.

REFERENCES AND MAPS — U.S. G S. 15' quadrangl e maps: Point Reyes and | nverness.

Maur een Cogger and Ron Curtis
Seasonal Aids

Central Fishery District
Regi on 3
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