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THE RESOURCES AGENCY OF CALIFORNIA
DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME

STREAM SURVEY
Date. NMay 24, 1974

COUNTY:__Mendocino

NAME: HENSLEY CREEK

STREAM SECTION:_ Partial FrRom: Highway 101 bridge To:_ about 2 miles upstream LENGTH:_ 3.8 miles
(including 1.8 miles of unnamed tributary)

TRIBUTARY TO: Russian River Hendey Creek: TwpP: 15N R: 12W SecC: 5
Unnamed tributary: T 15N, R 12 W, Sec. 6
OTHER NAMES: Unknown RIVER SYSTEM: Russian River

SOURCESOF DATA: Personal observation of Jerry Bruns, Seasonal Aid

EXTENT OF OBSERVATION - The stream was surveyed on foot on My 24,
EXTENT OF OBSERVATION
Include: Name of Surveyor, Date, Etc. 1974 .
LOCATION LOCATI ON — Hensl ey Creek enters the Russian River about 1/2 mle

RELATION TO OTHER WATERS . . .
GENERAL DESCRIPTION downst ream bel ow t he confl uence of the East Fork Russian R ver with

mﬁeédsizethrajnageBasin the main stem

Alttude (Range) GENERAL DESCRI PTI ON - Watershed and | nmedi ate Drai nage Basin — Hensley
Wwidth Creek drains an area of about 8.9 square miles on the west side of the
Eli\)l\tlh(Range) upper Russian River basin. The stream courses through a narrow V-

Velocity shaped canyon nort hwest of Ukiah before entering and neanderi ng across
i’gxmngmas the broad valley. In the upper drainage the vegetative cover is

Rooe. predom nately oak with sonme fir. Vegetative cover in the [ower canyon
Barriers areas above the valley floor is predom nately that of an oak-grassland
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associ ation. Riparian vegetation adjacent to the streamthroughout the
lower valley area is conposed of willow and Cottonwood. Altitude: Near
the confluence with the Russian River—-about 605 feet. In the drainage
headwat er, bench mark on the Mann Ranch—2, 376 feet. Gadient: 3 1/2
feet/100 feet of streamin the upper area surveyed. 2 feet/100 feet of
streamon the unnaned tributary above the proposed damsite. The
gradient of the streanbed in the valley area was generally less than 1
foot/ 100 feet of stream

Wdth and Depth — 1In general, riffles were 3 to 40 feet w de. Pools
averaged about 2 to 4 feet deep. Downstream of the confluence of the
unnamed tributary in Section 6, the streamwas sonewhat wider—5 to

70 feet.

Fl ow — Hensl ey Creek above the confluence with the unnamed tributary
in Section 6—intermttent. The unnaned tributary—ntermttent, where flow ng 0.15
cfs. Hensley Creek between the unnaned tributary and H ghway 101 bridge—9.40 cfs
cont i nuous.

Bottom — CGenerally 70% gravel, 20% sand and 10% boul ders. Above the unnamed tributary
in Section 6-80% gravel and 20% sand. Downstream bel ow t he unnamed tributary to the
H ghway 101 bri dge—60% nud, 20% gravel and 20% sand. Lower area of the unnaned
tributary —50% gravel, 25% sand and 25% nud.

Spawni ng Areas — CGenerally good in the upper portion of the drainage; this includes
the unnaned tributary. Spawni ng conditions below this point are poor—danaged by | arge
quantities of nud.

Shelter — The md and | ower sections of the streamwere generally open. Overhangi ng
vegetation in these areas provided the primary source of shelter. In the headwater,
in addition to overhangi ng vegetation, undercut banks al so provided shelter for fish.
Barriers — None observed. However, a revetment structure bel ow the old H ghway 1
Bridge, constructed to prevent erosion near the bridge, should be checked
periodically. In addition, a dam has been proposed for the unnanmed tributary. This
structure would be a barrier to fish passage (see sketch map for location).[sic]

Di versi ons — None observed.

Tenperatures — None taken.

Aguatic Plants — Sonme filanentous green al gae observed throughout.

Wnter Conditions — High water marks indicate the streamfluctuates greatly.
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Pol | uti on — Extensive deposits of nmud in the section of river between the H ghway
101 Bridge and the unnaned tributary in Section 6 indicate a siltation problem
No source, however, was evident.

Springs — None observed.

FI SHES PRESENT AND SUCCESS — Steel head, roach, squawfi sh and suckers: Juvenile

st eel head were observed throughout a total of 3 3/4 mles of the drai nage above
the U S. Hi ghway 101 bridge. Juvenile steel head in nunbers of 25 to 30/100 feet
of streamwere present in two mles of the unnamed stream In addition, one adult
steel head (a spawner) as well as a 6-inch juvenile were observed above the
proposed damsite on this unnanmed tributary. Only ten juvenile steel head were
observed in a one-mle |l ength of stream above the unnaned tributary. However,
other reports have verified the presence of steelhead in the upper portion of the
mai n stem of Hensley Creek. Below the confluence of the unnamed tributary
juvenil e steel head popul ati ons are about 30/ 100 feet of streamfor a distance of
approximately 1,500 feet. Below this, nunbers decrease.

OTHER VERTEBRATES — None observed.

FI SHI NG | NTENSI TY — Unknown.

OTHER RECREATI ONAL USES — Unknown.

ACCESSIBILITY — U S. H ghway 101, both the new and ol d hi ghways, and foot access
fromthe Yokanyo Ranch road.

OMNNERSHI P — Private.

POSTED OR OPEN -

| MPROVEMENTS — None observed. However, a dam and reservoir has been proposed for
the unnaned tributary. The structure, if built, would block mgrant steel head. It
is believed a fishway woul d not adequately mitigate | osses because of the extent
of streaminundation, entrapnment of juveniles, and the problem of designing a

| adder for a fluctuating reservoir. It is suggested that flow rel eases woul d best
mtigate and preserve the historic fishery val ues.

PAST STOCKI NG — Unknown.

GENERAL ESTI MATE — Hensley Creek drains a relatively small drainage and nmai ntai ns
a smal |l steel head run. Assets include good spawni ng gravel s-however, this is nore
than of fset by | ow sumer streanfl ows.

RECOMVENDED MANAGEMENT — It is recommended the stream be nanaged as linmted

habi tat for steel head spawni ng and rearing. Devel opments proposing water

di version should be reviewed critically. However, projects that would add spring
and sumer streanfl ow shoul d be encouraged.

SKETCH MAP — See attachnent. [sic]

REFERENCES AND MAPS — U.S.G S. Quad Map Wki ah, 7% m nute series, 1958, and
Boonville 15 m nute series, 1959.
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