SCANNED FOR KRIS

CALI FORNI A DEPARTMENT OF FI SH AND GAME
STREAM SURVEY

FILE FORM No

NAME Yal e Creek COUNTY Mendoci no

STREAM SECTION Entire FROM Mout h To Headwaters LENGTH 1.2 m.

TRIBUTARY TO Rancheria Creek Twp 12N R 13w Sec 14

OTHERNAMES Not known RIVER SYSTEM Navarro River

SOURCESOF DATA Personal observation
e Namoet Surveyor Date, Ec. EXTENT OF OBSERVATI ON - From headwat ers downstream to mouth at Rancheria
AT O 10 OTHER WATERS Creek on Septenber 19, 1962 on foot by Dick More and Bob Keller.
GENERAL DESCRIPTION LOCATION - Yale Creek is a tributary to the headwater area of Rancheria
e eanage Basin Creek,It is located approximately 12 m | es southeast of Boonville.
Gradient RELATI ON TO OTHER WATERS - Yale Creek is a minor tributary to the
D g headwat er section of Rancheria Creek. It is a fair to good spawni ng and
veodty nursery area and provides sumer as well as winter flows to the upper
Spawning Areas Rancheri a Creek area.
Shelter GENERAL DESCRI PTI ON - Watershed - | mredi ate Drai nage Basin - Yale Creek
e s is located in a semi "V' shaped canyon with | oose soil and an incised
RO prants stream bed. Redwood is present throughout the drai nage bei ng abundant
Water Conitions in the headwaters section. Grass and some brush cover the southern
Springs sl opes. This streamis in excess of 1.2 mles |long and drains approxi-
FISHES PRESENT AND SUCCESS . . . . .
OTHER VERTEBRATES mately 3.5 square mles of area. Stream side vegetation is dense in the
OTHER RECREATIONAL USE headwat er section becom ng scarce downstream as the stream becones nore
OWNERSHIP i nci sed.
POSTED OR OPEN . . . .
IMPROVEMENTS Altitude - Altitude is 880 feet at nouth 1,000 feet in headwaters area.
PAST STOCKING . . . . .
GENERAL ESTIMATE Gradient - Slight to noderate in downstream section and noderate in
RECOMMENDED MANAGEMENT .
KETCHMAP headwat ers secti on.

Wdth - Stream bed width - Average 30' Range from 5-60': Riffle- Average

2', Range 0-8';Pool - Average 5, Range 2-12'.

Depth - Riffle- Average 3/4", Range 0-3"; Pools- Average 3", Range |-6"
Fl ow - Moderate to slight flow estimated at headwaters -1/4 cfs. At nouth -1/3 cfs.

Vel ocity - Slow throughout.

Bottom - Appears in good condition. Estimated to be 70% gravel -sand; 15% bedrock and 15%
rubbl e. Pool areas contain |arger percentages of sand and | ess bedrock and rubble. Head-
wat er section and riffle section contained nmore rubble with bedrock area present in head-
wat er s.

Spawni ng Areas - Appear good throughout stream Estimated at 25% The downstream area has
80% of the avail abl e spawning gravel which is fair spawning gravel. The upstream section
contains 20% of the avail able gravels form ng good spawning gravel. Pools - Yale Creek
has good pool devel opnent conprised of undercut banks, fallen trees and stunps. There are
few log jans. Pools approximtely 3/100' of stream conprise 60% of streanbed. Riffles
make up 35-40% of streanbed.

Shelter - Good except in headwater area. Shelter is the result of undercut banks and | og
debris in stream Terrestial plants also present in headwater section.

Barriers - No barriers were noted. Numerous log janms in headwater area.

Di versions - No diversions noted.

Tenmperature - Headwater section at 1400 Septenber 19 with weather clear and sunny, Air-
8l ° Water-68°. Tenperatures at nmouth at 1500 hours, Air-8l°, Water 63°.



YALE CREEK
Sonoma County

Food - Adequate caddis fly |arvae abundant downstream My fly and other immture insects
present. May fly and caddis fly | arvae present upstream area.

Aquatic Plants - Scarce with sone filimentos green al gae present.

W nter Conditions - Appear noderate with high water marks indicating depth does not exceed
2'.

Pol lution - Some | oggi ng danage present in headwater section. Sheep are being pastured at
present in streanbed.

Springs - Abundance scarce, as expected during sumrer.

FI SHES PRESENT AND SUCCESS - Roach and sl anpnids are present. Rai nbow trout and/or steel-
head vary froml| 1/2" to 7" with an estinmated popul ati on of 30 per 100 feet of stream Roach
sizes range from 1-5" with overall population estimted at 100 per 100 feet of streamwth
decreasing nunbers up in the upstream area. Success, condition and natural propagation
appear good for both roach and sal noni ds. Rai nbow trout and/or steel head are present

t hroughout areas containi ng good shelter and water flow Rainbow trout-steel head average
size is 3". Roach average size is 2 1/2 to 3".

OTHER VERTEBRATES - Frogs, sal amanders, snakes, deer and sheep were seen. Evidence of
raccoons was ot ed.

FI SHING | NTENSI TY - Fishing believed to be nil due to poor accessibility and small nunbers of
cat chabl e fish.

OTHER RECREATI ONAL USE - Deer hunti ng.

ACCESSI BI LI TY - Downstream section accessi ble via road through Fred Gal breath ranch. This
ranch is reached via road crossing Rancheria Creek at Yorkville. Upstream section is reached
via this sane road. Distance approximately 4 1/2 mles. Upstream section accessible

on this date by | ogging road.

OMERSHI P - Fred Gal breath - Address: 140 Sansome Street, San Franci sco. POSTED OR OPEN - This
area posted to trespass. Gl breath Ranch has | ocked gate approximately 1/2 mle fromH ghway
128.

| MPROVEMENTS - No inprovenents noted at present. Nunerous log jans in headwaters area should
be renoved. Recent logging in part of headwaters area. Two |og | andings |ocated in stream
PAST STOCKI NG - Not known.

GENERAL ESTI MATE - Yale Creek is a mnor tributary to the headwater section of Rancheria
Creek. It provides fair to good spawni ng and steel head and both winter and sumrer flow to
Rancheria Creek. Recent |ogging danage within 3 years has occured in the headwaters section.
Rai nbow. Trout and/or steel head popul ation estinated 30 per 100 ft. of stream Shelter good,
but Iinmted to headwaters section. Low flow and shortage of shelter during sumer appear to
be limting factors.

RECOMVENDED MANAGEMENT - Reconmmend nanagenent of this stream for rai nbow trout and/or steel-
head spawni ng and nursery area. 2.) Reconmend stream cl earance to renove | og jams present.
3.) Recommend that the periodic checks for future |ogging damage and contacting parties
responsi bl e for recent |oggi ng damage i n headwater section. 4.) Reconmend ni ni mum downstream
rel ease so that flow at bridge near nouth does not become intermttent during |ow flow
periods. Flow estimated at 1/6 to 1/3 cfs.

SKETCH MAP - See attached

REFERENCES AND MAPS - USGS 7% minute series topographic map or Ornbaun Quadrangl e advance
sheet, 1962.
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