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East fork -
North fork of East fork 8 in.

East fork 3 in.
North fork of east fork 1 in.

Extent of Cbservation: On August 3, 1959, Janes Morehouse wal ked
out tThis East Fork of Martin Creek fromits origin, downstreamto

its confulence with Martin Creek. This survey included the
tributaries of the East Branch.

Location: This branch of Martin Creek heads on the sl opes
i medi ately west of Irene Peak (T17N, R14W Sec. 11) and flows
west to its confluence with Martin Creek.

Rel ation to other waters: This conprises a fair portion of the
Martin Creek system It is felt that Martin Creek is one of the
nore i nportant headwater creeks of the Big River systemfor

st eel head producti on.

Vat ershed: Entirely within the North Coast redwood, douglas fir
forest. This entire watershed seens to have been | ogged over at
one time or another.

| mredi at e drai nage basin: This streamflows through a slightly
steep "U' shaped canyon. This area shows evidence of | ogging

t hroughout and in the headwaters is being | ogged at present. The
forest cover represents the riparian growh for the nost part,

wi th occasi onal openings where horsetail and tan oak are

pr edom nant .

G adi ent : The gradient in both the East Branch and the north
fork of the East Branch was slight in the | ower half becom ng
noderate to steep in the upper half.

1ft to 2 ft. average 2 ft.
to 1 ft average 1 ft.
to 4 in. average 3 inches

to 3 in. average 1 inch

East fork 2 GP.M to 10 GP.M average 3to 4 GP.M
north fork of east fork 2 GP.M to 3 GP. M

average 2 GP. M

East fork rapid throughout.

North fork of east fork rapid to sluggish Intermttent pools in |ower 1/2.

The east fork was mud, gravel,
The north fork of the east fork was boul der,

becom ng gravel,

bedrock in the | ower 2/3.
1/ 3 and

rubbl e becom ng boul ders,
bedrock in the upper

rubble in the | ower 2/3.


pc user



East fork Martin Creek

Spawni ng ar eas: The east fork has only occasi onal spawni ng areas throughout
ranging fromfait to poor. The north fork of the east fork was fair to poor
spawni ng gravel in the |lower half with occasional fair to poor areas in the upper
hal f.

Pool s: In the East Fork were common throughout. 8 ft long 4 ft wide 6 in. deep
to 10 ft long 5 ft wwide 8 in. deep average 8 ft long 4 ft wide 6 in. deep. In the
north fork, pools were comon in the upper half to uncommon in the | ower half.

Shel ter: | s good on the East Branch except for a few areas where | ogging
operati ons have opened up the cover. Pools, boulders and riparian growh provide
excel lent shelter, Shelter in the north fork is excellent. This is a well shaded
stream except for a few hundred feet near the nouth which have been opened up
Pool s, boulders and riparian growmh provi de excellent shelter.

Barriers: Li sted separately.
Di ver si ons: None seen.
Tenper at ur es: Were 56° F in all upper stream areas, and 59° F. downstream from

the mouth of the North Fork, Pools in the lower half of the north fork were 62° to
65° F. Air tenperatures were 69° at 0930 and 75° F. at 1300.

Food,; Was common to abundant throughout.

Aguatic Plants: None seen ot her than al gae.

Pol | uti on: None seen ot her than | ogging.

Wnter Conditions: Are probably fairly mld except in the upper streans areas
where conditions are nore severe and scowering. There is no evidence of flooding.

Spri ngs: None observed.

Fi shes present and success: RT/SH 1-1/2 in to 5 in were observed throughout to be
fairly conmon. Average length 2 - 2-1/2 in. Success appears to be satisfactory.

Q her vertebrates: Western Newts, small frogs and small external gilled
sal amanders.

Accessibility: A new |logging road off of Baechel Creek road parallels nuch of this
creek.
This entire area is under private ownership and is posted.

General Estimate: The East Fork has many old | og jans throughout its Iength.
There is, at present, a |ogging operation on its headwaters and | arge amounts of
silt have been introduced in this 1/3 of the stream This is otherw se a good

st eel head spawni ng and nursery stream The north fork of the east fork is an
excel l ent steelhead tributary except that there is insufficient flowto maintain
fish throughout the year. Perhaps this stream has nore water daring the average
years, but flowis definitely the 3-uniting factor on this stream




East Fork Martin G eek

General Estinate; The East Fork has many old |log jans throughout its
[ength. There is at present a |ogging operation on its headwaters and | arge
anounts of silt have been introduced in this 1/3 of the stream This is

ot herwi se a good steel head spawni ng and nursery stream

The North Fork of the East Fork is an excellent steelhead tributary
except that there is insufficient flowto maintain fish throughout the year.
Perhaps this stream has nore water during the average years, but flowis
definitely the limting factor on this stream

Managenent : Nor mal steel head spanni ng and nursery stream nanagenent.
The Forestry Map, south half, Mendocino County, 1948, was the only
map consul ted and the sketch map was taken fromthis.

Altitude, fishing intensity, other recreational use and past
st ocking are not known.

The extrene south-east tributary is nore of a spring than a stream
and is of no value to fish life. Flow 2 G P.M

The south fork tributary was small and so filled with | ogging debris
that it could not be seen. Flow 1 or 2 GP.M



East Branch of Martin Creek

Barriers and Log Jans:
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Log jam20 ft long 10 ft wide 8 ft high void area 50%
Log jam75 ft long 10 ft wide 10 ft high void area 90%
Log jam40 ft long 10 ft wide 5 ft high void area 98%

Log jam
Log jam
Log jam
Log jam
Log jam
Log jam
Log jam
Log jam
Log jam
Log jam
Log jam

barrier 150 ft long 5 ft wide 5 ft high void area 98% 3 ft diff.
barrier solid for 100 ft upstream- partly filled in.

25 ft long 5 ft wide 5 ft high void 60%

barrier 50 ft long 20 ft wide 10 ft high void 65%2 ft. diff.
15 ft long 10 ft wide 7 ft high void 80%

25 ft long 18 ft wide 6 ft high void 95%

barrier 20 ft long 10 ft wide 5 ffc high void 65%- 3 ft diff.
barrier 60 ft long 20 ft wide 10 ft high void area 50% 10 ft. diff.
90 ft long 20 ft wide 10 ft high void 60%

20 ft long 50ft wide 10 ft high void 97%

barrier 10 ft long 8 ft wide 2 ft high silted 2 ft. diff.

Filled with | ogs, covered with dirt for road crossing.

Log jam -

Log jam -

20 ft long 5 ft wide 5 ft high void 40%
barrier 30 ft long 10 ft wide 25 ft high void silted in 15 ft diff.

Filled with | ogs, covered with dirt for road crossing.

Filled with logs, covered with dirt for road crossing.

Log jam -

Log jam
Boul der
Log jam
Log jam
Log jam
Log jam

100 ft long 20 ft wide 10 ft high void 98%

20 ft long 10 ft wide 10 ft high void 35%

barrier - pushed fromroad on to bedrock area.

20 ft long 10 ft wide 5 ft high void area 60%

barrier - 75 ft long 100 ft wide 20 ft high void 75%- 10 ft diff.
barrier - 40 ft long 100 ft wide 10 ft high void 80%- 4 ft diff.
20 ft long 5 ft wide 5 ft high - void 65%






