CALI FORNI A DEPARTMENT OF FI SH AND GAME

STREAM SURVEY FI LE FORM NO. .o
NAME. . ...... Unnamed Tributary . cowry, .. Mendocino
STREAM SECTION. . ... ...\ ... .. FROM ... MouUth TO...... headwaters LENGTH... 2 .M . .
TRIBUTARY TQ . South Fork Big River Tup.. 16N R.. 1AW g 25
OTHER NAMES, .. T8 KnowN RVER system D 9 Rver
SOURCES OF DATA ..., Fersonal Gbservations .
EXTENT OF OBSERVATION
Loeaiae Name of Surveyor, Date, Etc. EXTENT OF OBSERVATION- This tributary was wal ked out fromthe nouth
RELATION TO OTHER WATERS i
RELATIONTO OTHER WA upstreamto .0 nyles on Novenber_s, 1958 by_R.F. El wel |
Watershed _ LOCATI ON- Heads in rugged nountai nous terrain due south of Leanord
e Encaage Basin Lake, glows west and south and enters the South Fork of Big River
Gradient .7 mles belowthe Or’s Springs Resort.
P Rege) RELATI ON TO OTHER WATERS- Al though at one time this tributary may
Velocity have had considerable fisheries value, in its present condition,
Spawning Areas after being logged off, it is considered to be a fairly uninportant
Shelter tributary to the South Fork for spawni ng anadronmous fi shes.
Diversions GENERAL DESCRI PTI ON- WAt er shed and | nmedi at e Drai nage Basin- This
Temperatures . . n 0
Food _ tributary, located in the coastal redwood drainage, heads in a
Aquatic Plants . . . . . .
Winter Conditions rugged, mountai nous, well-wooded terrain, in a transition zone with
i oak- grassl and-coni fer association. The creek flows through a fairly
FISHES PRESENT AAND SUCCESS broad open canyon with simlar cover in the nmd-section. This entire
FISHING INTENSITY | Use canyon had been |l ogged in the past although there is considerable
ACCESSIBILITY second growth cover. The |ower section flows through a narrow canyor
OWNERSHIP . > . . .
POSTED OR OPEN with fair streansi de shade (nadrone-bay-oak). There is considerable
IMPROVEMENTS . . : .
PAST STOCKING debris in the creek bottom throughout its entire | ength. None of
BECOMMENDED MANAGEMENT these debris constituted conplete barriers.
SKETCH MAP Al titude-
REFERENCES AND MAPS
Gradient - Fairly steep in the headwaters section, noderate in the

m d and | ower sections.

W dth- Average 4 ft. (2-8ft.).

Depth - Average 1 ft. (3in.-2 ft.).

Flow — Estimate .1 c.f.s. to Yac.f.s. intermittent.

Vel ocity — Sluggi sh throughout.

Bottom - Silt and sonme gravel in the upper sections, fairly large anounts of grave
inthe lower ¥ nle.

Spawni ng Areas — Generally fair to poor. These areas are scattered throughout the
entire stream the best being located in the lower Y2and % mle sections.

Pools — Fair in the lower mle, poor above.

Shelter — Being in the formof |ogging debris, undercut banks.

Barriers — Considerable |ogging debris (old) in the creek constitute parti al
barriers fromthe muth upstreamfor at least two miles. None of these are
considered to be conplete barriers.

Di versi ons — None observed.

Tenperatures — Probably range in the nmid-70s throughout the entire stream section
during the sumer nonths.

Food — Not checked.

Aguatic Plants — None observed.

Wnter Conditions — This tributary sustains a noderately heavy runoff during the
wi nter period.

Pollution — Mainly in the formof erosion frombare stream sides.




Springs — None observed.

Fi shes Present and Success - RT-SH averaging 3-5 in. in length were fairly common
inthe lower »to % mle of stream None were observed above this section. Their
success is considered to be fair

O her Vertebrates — Frogs and sal amanders fairly conmon throughout the entire
secti on.

Fi shing Intensity — None.

O her Recreational Use — None known.

Accessibility — This tributary is accessible by a dirt road which parallels the
creek upstream 1.5 miles. This road is |located .7 mile belowthe Or’s Springs
Resort. It has a | ocked gate a short distance up the streamnbed.

Omnership — Privately owned.

Posted or Open — Posted by the Ri dgewood Lunber Conpany. Owner, Singley.

| nprovenents — None required at this tine.

Past St ocki ng — None known.

General Estimate — This tributary in its present condition, appears to constitute
very little to the Big River Fishery. Past |ogging has left the streamin its usua
nm serabl e mess. The best area for fish production is considered to be in the | ower
one mle. The stream above this point is not inportant enough to warrant
rehabilitati on nmeasures.

Recommended Managenent — Would recommend | eaving the streamas it is. Anadronous
fish can utilize the | ower section of the streamas a spawni ng and nursery area.
Sketch Map — See attached.

Ref erences and Maps — CDF Mendoci no County south hal f 1948.

R F. Elwell:cd
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